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June 24, 2008 

 As Fire Chief of Graham Fire & Rescue, I want to convey to  

you some facts about your fire district and reasons why you will be  

asked on August 19
th
 to approve a $12 million dollar bond levy to  

build three fire stations and pay off the construction debt at the 

 headquarters station. 

Graham Fire & Rescue, District No. 21, is a full service fire department.  The department 

provides public education and injury prevention programs, vehicle rescue, and hazardous materials team 

response, in addition to firefighting and EMS responses.  Graham Fire & Rescue also provides paramedic 

care and ambulance transport services.  These services are delivered to approximately 68,000 citizens that 

reside in an area of 90 square miles;  Benston, Bethel/Green Acres, Graham, Frederickson, Gem Heights, 

Kapowsin, Silver Creek and Thrift.  We have ninety people who fill career, volunteer, and support staff 

roles in our fire department.  Most of these members are cross-trained in multiple disciplines to better 

meet the diverse needs of our community. 

 Over 20 years ago the citizens approved a bond levy to build the fire station at 187
th
 St. E. and 

Meridian.  In 1997, your fire department built the fire station at 304
th
 St. E. and 81

st
, using reserve funds 

and a portion of the regular operating budget.   This approach will not work today due to rapid growth and 

increased 911 calls.  Fire departments do not receive impact fees from new housing and developments as 

school districts do.  Nearly all fire stations built in the County were built, and will be built in the future, 

with voter approved bonds outside of regular operating budgets. 

 

                            
           Kapowsin Station ï Kapowsin Highway                        Frederickson Station ï 78

th
 Avenue 

 



 The plan is to increase from three to six, the number of 24 hour/7 day a week staffed fire stations.  

Two fire stations will replace existing fire department garages.  There are currently no facilities in these 

garages to house paramedics and fire fighters.  A new fire station will be built in the area of 224
th
 and 

Orting/Kapowsin Hwy for the eastern area of the Fire District, including Graham, Thrift and ñThe 

Countryò subdivision.  Even if you live across the street from a staffed fire station, your firefighters and 

paramedics may be gone serving areas with no stations.   

 

             
                (Conceptual drawings) 
 
 A successful bond levy will provide $12 million dollars to build three 8,400 sq. ft. fire stations 

using a single plan, saving construction costs.  Additionally, the bonds will pay off the construction debt 

on the headquarters station built in 2006.  The levy rate is estimated to be no more than .20 cents per 

$1,000 of assessed valuation, costing a homeowner $50 per year, or $4.17 per month, based on a 

$250,000 assessed property.  The annual levy rate should go down each year as new residents move to our 

area and share in the repayment of the bonds. 

 Our EMS response goal is to arrive at your emergency within 5 minutes, 90% of the time.  Last 

year, we accomplished that goal only 38% of the time.  You, the citizens of Graham Fire & Rescue, will 

decide at the polls what level of service you want in your community. 

The personnel at Graham Fire & Rescue are dedicated to providing the most competent and 

caring service possible.  We will continue to provide a quality-based, professional level of service, within 

the confines of the funding approved by our citizens.    

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Reggie Romines, Fire Chief 

Graham Fire & Rescue      


